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Message from the IPRA President: A year for trust and diversity January 2021

First, please accept my very best wishes to you and your loved ones for 2021. I wish
you all peace and good health, and many beautiful moments of joy.

I am very honoured to take on the role of President at IPRA and will do my very best to
build on the splendid work of Svetlana Stavreva-Petrushkova and the board over the
last two years. Thank you again Svetlana and board members for your support. It
would be redundant to cover the many challenges of 2020, a year completely
overshadowed by covid-19 and the global pandemic. I do not wish to minimise the
impact at all. The last 12 months have been tough both professionally and on a
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personal level. Long months away from home fighting the virus in West and North
Africa and the Philippines, lockdowns, travel under strict security measures, and the
mental health impact were all part of my own 2020.

But for 2021, I want to focus on what’s next.

Trustworthy communication

More than ever, I am convinced that ethical, open and trustworthy communications can
save lives, bring peace and break the walls of ignorance. I have been fortunate to
witness this up close during my covid-19 emergency risk communication engagements
in Africa and Asia. Although we all have seen examples of mis- and disinformation, fake

news and straightforward manipulation of facts, we also withessed prominent examples
of good, timely and honest communication. Communication which allows communities
to take action, help themselves, and brings hope. It is this kind of communication,
based on trust and transparency, that the International Public Relations Association will
continue to stimulate and endorse in 2021.

International diversity

We should be proud of our beautiful profession. All of us, professionals and freelancers,
in agencies, in-house, in the public, non-profit and private sector alike, are making a
difference across the globe every single day. It is this international diversity that I would
like to protect and promote even more through our work with national and regional
associations. I see IPRA as a true international home for those communication
practitioners and associations who want to connect with others beyond their borders
and expand their horizons. We all know the world is more interconnected than ever
before, but the last twelve months have shown that local and regional communication is
still crucial to develop understanding and collaboration. A professional and international
network should support this.

Education, professional development and support

The time of SOS (sending out stuff) is long gone. Fast-paced business and societal
changes are challenging public relations professionals to upgrade their skills and learn
new ones. Our collaboration with CIPR and The PR Training Academy has set the first
steps to give IPRA members access and benefits to learn online. But we will not stop
there. This year we will endeavour to increase our training and coaching opportunities.
Our membership base and our board comprise public relations practitioners with
hundreds of years of collective experience. Together with the board, I will look at
different ways to share this knowledge at regular webinars, online training and
mentoring programmes. Another aspect which touches us all is our mental health. 2020
has been tough on many of us, on a professional and personal level. Even before the
pandemic, several reports showed that many colleagues suffered from stress and
burnout. Together with help groups and other associations, IPRA will strive to support
initiatives tackling this important challenge.

Science-based communication

If the last twelve months have made something clear, it is that communication should
be science based and, at the same time, that science is difficult to communicate. We've
seen countries struggle to communicate three simple rules; physical distancing, basic
hand hygiene and wearing a mask. They struggled, not because of a lack of resources,
but because of not enough knowledge about human behaviour and cognitive biases.
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This year IPRA will strive to increase its collaboration with our colleagues in the
academic world so we can implement recent findings in sociology, psychology and
behavioural sciences, into ethical communication.

All together now

We need each other now more than ever so we can get the world back on a more
positive track. And we all know it will take good and transparent communication,
created and delivered by professional public relations practitioners to do so. Together
with my friends and colleagues of the IPRA board we'll make 2021 the year of open
collaboration among members and associations worldwide. If any of the topics above
are of a particular interest or importance to you, please get in touch with me or
members of the board. Let’s share experiences, tips, and information to support our
profession.

Looking forward to working with you all!

Philippe Borremans
President 2021
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@What’ s New from IPRA \

Special offer for PRSJ members from IPRA. IPRA GWA 2021 opening soon

IPRA, the International Public Relations Association, announces that the Golden World Awards
for Excellence in PR (GWA) 2021 opens 23 February 2021. Enter online at the IPRA website
at www.ipra.org where you will find a description of the rules, an entry kit, the 37 categories,
and a set of Frequently Asked Questions.

2021 deadlines
Entries open Tuesday 23 February 2021 and close on Monday 10 May 2021.

PRSJ always gets the best price

No need to worry about the early bird prices. PRSJ members gets the low price of just £340
per entry at any time. (Others pay up to £400). And remember with one click you can add the
same entry to multiple categories to increase your chance of winning.

What does it take to get a GWA - last year’s agency Arts and entertainment winner
teamLab Borderless
SUNNY SIDE UP GROUP Japan for their client Mori Building

The campaign promoted Mori Building Digital Art Museum: Epson teamLab Borderless, a one-
of-a-kind museum for cutting-edge digital art. PR activities helped attract 2.3 million people
from 160 countries and contributed to improving Tokyo’s overall magnetism as the capital city
prepared for the Olympic Games.

This provided a simple solution to an old problem. The revenue-boosting communication
strategy for this social project involving the production of soap with Braille dots, encouraged
the public to give this soap as a gift. The project meets the UN'’s sustainable development goal
10: reduced inequalities.

About the GWA

The annual IPRA Golden World Awards initiative, established in 1990, recognizes excellence
in public relations practice worldwide in a variety of categories. Recipients of the award take
particular pride in the recognition granted to their entry as meeting international standards of
excellence in public relations. An overall IPRA Grand Prix for Excellence is presented each
year to the entry judged as representing the highest standard that year, as well as a special
Global Contribution Award for PR with an objective of meeting one of the UN's 17 Sustainable
Development Goals. While there are many national and regional PR awards, there is only one
truly global scheme: the GWA.

14



PRSJ in Media
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